
The Importance of the Gospel (Part 4) 
BY: Chris Harper, AD  

I thought this would be helpful in 

explaining what the Gospel is. 

Below is an excerpt written by Dr. 

Harry Ironside, former Pastor of 

Chicago's Moody Memorial 

Church. Click here for the entire 

article. 

___________________________ 

What then is the content of this 

Gospel? We are told right here, 

"I declare unto you the Gospel 

which I preached unto you, 

which also ye have received, 

and wherein ye stand; by 

which also ye are saved, if ye 

keep in memory what I 

preached unto you, unless ye 

have believed in vain." There is 

such a thing as merely 

believing with the intelligence 

and crediting some doctrine 

with the mind when the heart 

has not been reached. But 

wherever men believe this 

Gospel in real faith, they are 

saved through the message. 

What is it that brings this 

wonderful result? It is a 

simple story, and yet how 

rich, how full. "I delivered 

unto you first of all that which 

I also received." I think his 

heart must have been stirred 

as he wrote those words, for 

he went back in memory to 

nearly thirty years before, and 

thought of that day when 

hurrying down the Damascus 

turnpike, with his heart filled 

with hatred toward the Lord 

Jesus Christ and His people, 

he was thrown to the ground, 

and a light shone, and he 

heard a voice saying, "Saul, 

Saul, why persecutest thou 

me?" And he cried, "Who art 

thou Lord?" And the voice 

said, "I am Jesus whom thou 

persecutest." And that day 

Saul learned the Gospel; he 

learned that He who died on 

the Cross had been raised 

from the dead, and that He 
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was living in the Glory. At that 

moment his soul was saved, 

and Saul of Tarsus was 

changed to Paul the Apostle. 

And now he says, "I am going 

to tell you what I have 

received; it is a real thing with 

me, and I know it will work the 

same wonderful change in you. 

If you will believe it. "First of 

all, "That Christ died for our 

sins according to the 

Scriptures." Then, "that He 

was buried." Then, "that He 

rose again the third day 

according to the Scriptures."  

The Gospel was no new thing 

in God's mind. It had been 

predicted throughout the Old 

Testament times. Every time 

the coming Savior was 

mentioned, there was 

proclamation of the Gospel. It 

began in Eden when the Lord 

said, "The seed of the woman 

shall bruise thy head." It was 

typified in every sacrifice that 

was offered. It was portrayed 

in the wonderful Tabernacle, 

and later in the Temple. We 

have it in the proclamation of 

Isaiah, "He was wounded for 

our transgressions, He was 

bruised for our iniquities, the 

chastisement of our peace was 

upon Him: and with His 

stripes we are healed." It was 

preached by Jeremiah when he 

said, "This is His Name 

whereby He shall be called, the 

Lord our Righteousness" 

(Jer.23:6). It was declared by 

Zechariah when he exclaimed, 

"Awake, O sword, against My 

Shepherd, and the sheep shall 

be scattered: and I will turn 

mine hand upon the little ones: 

(Zech.13:7) All through those 

Old Testament dispensations, 

the Gospel was predicted, and 

when Jesus came, the Gospel 

came with Him. When He died, 

when He was buried, and 

when He rose again, the 

Gospel could be fully told out 

to a poor lost world. Observe, 

it says, "that Christ died for 

our sins." No man preaches the 

Gospel, no matter what nice 

things he may say about Jesus, 

if he leaves out His vicarious 

death on Calvary's cross… 

- Dr. Ironside 

  

 


